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Research Question

How do memes act as an expression of 
socio-political orientation in terms of 
support or counter-reaction?



Methods
1. Hashtag exploration to find pro-program and contra-program.

Result: definition of 2 positive and 2 negative hashtags.
→ Tools: Instagram Scraper, Netvizz, Gephi.

2. Scraped memes from Facebook, Instagram using the defined hashtags.
→ Tools: Instagram Scraper, Netvizz

3. Merge of data collection. 
→ Excel, Gephi, R Studio

4. Cluster visualization of images and map the data.
→ ImagePlot, Google Fusion Tables

5. Content analysis
→ Gephi



Instagram query #lovewins



Instagram query



Query Design



Expansion of #lovewins reactions in Instagram



ImagePlot
all images



imageplot

program anti-program



Findings
1. Memetic reactions are supported by 

existing cultural units.



Instagram
program

(interactive map here) *32, 08% of Instagram entries included location

https://www.google.com/fusiontables/embedviz?q=select+col9+from+1VHmVBPM_S6OEaW50qpH5x6AN3z7nQaZroQA8gj0F+where+col2+%3D+%27program%27&viz=MAP&h=false&lat=19.697351503577494&lng=10.395456841499936&t=1&z=2&l=col9&y=2&tmplt=2&hml=ONE_COL_LAT_LNG
https://www.google.com/fusiontables/embedviz?q=select+col9+from+1VHmVBPM_S6OEaW50qpH5x6AN3z7nQaZroQA8gj0F+where+col2+%3D+%27program%27&viz=MAP&h=false&lat=19.697351503577494&lng=10.395456841499936&t=1&z=2&l=col9&y=2&tmplt=2&hml=ONE_COL_LAT_LNG


(interactive map here)

Instagram
anti-program

religious

non-religious

https://www.google.com/fusiontables/embedviz?q=select+col9+from+1ah7XaZEkWY8qb1W9TOHVfYny_DeHRiHKH9HMpWAi+where+col2+%3D+%27anti-program%27&viz=MAP&h=false&lat=28.251354474626424&lng=286.9215444406874&t=1&z=3&l=col9&y=2&tmplt=2&hml=ONE_COL_LAT_LNG
https://www.google.com/fusiontables/embedviz?q=select+col9+from+1ah7XaZEkWY8qb1W9TOHVfYny_DeHRiHKH9HMpWAi+where+col2+%3D+%27anti-program%27&viz=MAP&h=false&lat=28.251354474626424&lng=286.9215444406874&t=1&z=3&l=col9&y=2&tmplt=2&hml=ONE_COL_LAT_LNG


Findings
2. Mapping meme activity: can't compare 
quantities and countries; depends on the 
platform.



#jesuswins

Instagram Scraper 
Top 20 liked

#celebratepride



Positive reactions to #LoveWins
Instagram Scraper (#celebratepride) 
Top 20 liked

reaffirming religion

comments tension

celebrating cause

defending cause; asking for respect/no 
judgement

supporting cause



Instagram Scraper (n=60,000): #celebratepride (20,081), #goswins (5,229), #jesuswins (5,914), #loveloses (1,837)

love won

Negative reactions to #LoveWins
Instagram Scraper (#godwins, #jesuswins, #loveloses)

anti meme? red revolution

defending belief

community building (‘real’ believers)

jesus won



Facebook Pages Engagement
Netvizz. Top engager for each page

Facebook pages: Celebrate Pride, Gay Right Media, Love Is Love, Human Rights Commission, lesbian, Marriage Equality USA, Gay Pride, Supporting Marriage Equality in OhioFacebook pages: Celebrate Pride, Gay Right Media, Love Is Love, Human Rights Commission, lesbian, Marriage Equality USA, Gay Pride, Supporting Marriage Equality in Ohio
Facebook pages: Celebrate Pride, Gay Right Media, Love Is Love, Human Rights Commission, lesbian, Marriage Equality USA, Gay Pride, Supporting Marriage Equality in Ohio

Facebook pages: Celebrate Pride, Gay Right Media, Love Is Love, Human Rights Commission, lesbian, Marriage Equality USA, Gay Pride, Supporting Marriage Equality in Ohio

Facebook pages: Celebrate Pride, Gay Right Media, Love Is Love, Human Rights Commission, lesbian, Marriage Equality USA, Gay Pride, Supporting Marriage Equality in Ohio



Conclusion

The expression of socio-political orientation becomes 
visible in the medium specific usage of the platforms 
Facebook and Instagram through:

- Images: Colours of Flag filters (Rainbow vs Red)
- Hashtags: #Lovewins vs #Jesuswins / #RedRevolution
- Comment space: autonomous function
- Geo-Location: Trace origins of socio-political orientation 



Questions?



Thanks




