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Temporalizing the refraction chamber - 7
tracking drone-related issues on twitter ‘m
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Research Questio
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RQ: What is missing in the mapping of issues in Twitter?
How can we build a research timeline for mapping political
iIssues?

Twitter is seen as a diffusion agent in political events and
social movements, a proxy for information plurality (Rieder
2012)

However, Twitter is mainly about the here and now (the
user interface, platform specificity, temporal patterns of use
etc.)



From Diffusion To Refraction

Media diffusion theory sees Twitter as an infrastructure, pipelines for information
diffusion (tweets).

Twitter is a space between reproduction and mutation.

The most successful tweets are most often those that add a 'twist' to the topic and 'spin'’
it in a certain way, i.e., that 'refract' it." (Rieder 2012:9)

Refracting is about medium regeneration or re-articulation: A process for collective re-
negotiation.



drone’

"Drones as things enter into our world through the ways in which they are
talked about, but also the way they are represented, repeated and circulated.
They become objects and images through which we think."

Elspeth Van Veeren (2013)

Competing and conflicting visions of the drone.

"...technologies are not just for “organising” information, they are also for
revealing it, for telling us something new about the world around us, rendering it

more clearly.”
James Bridle (2012)

Creator of Dronestagram



Drone Twitter Space by Month

Lists colored by frequency, original order
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Material object (December)
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- Drone as (displaced) geopolitical technology

rt @ap: breaking: iran state tv claims
revolutionary guard has captured another u.
s. drone in iranian airspace - 12/4/2012

I'IISSI NG a2l
| |
=
5’:.
= ——, r

rt @bbcbreaking: us navy says no american
drones missing after iranian reports that one
was captured over gulf

"is obama arming iran with high tech us
military drones[?]"



Hashtag hljacklng (December)
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rt @realalexjones: #guncontrol why doesn't
#obama hold press conferences and cry
when he murders innocent children with
drone strikes? - 12/14/2012

Alex Jones @RealAlexJones 14 Dec
#GunControl Obama fakes crying; pure
exploitation by the corrupt ruling class that
wants to disarm us



https://twitter.com/RealAlexJones
https://twitter.com/RealAlexJones
https://twitter.com/RealAlexJones
https://twitter.com/RealAlexJones/status/279723899929899008
https://twitter.com/RealAlexJones
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23GunControl&src=hash
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23GunControl&src=hash

- Drone as Twitter-meme

i 19
eight drone_s a week ronc il
#replacesongtitlewithdrone

drone go breaking my heart
#replacesongtitlewithdrone

if you don't drone me by now
#replacesongtitlewithdrone

you can drone your own way
replacesongtitlewithdrone



Drone dataset
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Date and time are in GMT (London).




Lists colored by frequency, original order
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March - Filibuster and #standwithrand
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Drones turn the discourse inwards.
From a foreign affairs issue to a civil liberties affair.

Courtesy of a 12 hour filibuster by Republican
Senator Rand Paul.

Business Review, 2013-4-11: polls show a
dramatic turn in public opinion on drones.

From our own analysis we have been unable to
prove this ourselves in the Twitter drone space.



Before and after the filibuster




Conclusions
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We have been able to withess a temporality in the twitter platform that
otherwise would have remained invisible.

Drones continuously being remade and repurposed in the Twitter space.
Differing types of refraction. From platform-based events to material practices.
Refraction is a dynamic process instigated along the twitter timeline.

Thank you for listening!

We would like to thank Wifak, Michael and Richard for helping us along the
way. #DroneBreakMyHeart
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